
5 Day Devotional

Day 1: The Heart Behind the Gift

Devotional
Have you ever found yourself doing something good, but for the wrong reasons? Maybe you helped
someone, but secretly hoped others would notice. Or perhaps you gave generously, but part of you wanted
the recognition that came with it. This struggle is as old as humanity itself.

In the early church, a couple named Ananias and Sapphira faced this exact temptation. They sold property
and gave money to the church—a beautiful act of generosity. But their hearts harbored a dangerous secret:
they wanted the praise that came with appearing sacrificial while keeping some money for themselves. The
issue wasn't the amount they gave, but the deception in their hearts.

God cares deeply about our motivations. When we serve, give, or worship, He sees beyond our actions to
the intentions driving them. Are we seeking His glory or our own? Are we being authentic or putting on a
show?

The beautiful truth is that God doesn't need our perfect performance. He desires our honest hearts. When
we come to Him authentically—with our struggles, mixed motives, and imperfections—He meets us with
grace. He's more interested in transforming our hearts than in being impressed by our actions.

Today, you have the opportunity to examine your own heart. What motivates your acts of service and
generosity? There's freedom in honesty, both with God and with yourself. When we stop performing and
start being real, we discover the joy of authentic relationship with our Creator.

Bible Verse
'All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own,
but they shared everything they had.' - Acts 4:32

Reflection Question
What motivates your acts of service and generosity—is it a desire for recognition, or a genuine love for
God and others?

Quote
God's interested more in your heart when you give than even the amount that you give. He's more
interested in your heart before him as you live than even when you think about how is this transaction
going to take place.

Prayer
Lord, search my heart and reveal any mixed motives in my service to You. Help me to give and serve from
a place of authentic love rather than seeking recognition. Transform my heart to desire Your glory above
all else. Amen.

Day 2: The Danger of Spiritual Performance

Devotional



We live in a world of carefully curated images. Social media feeds showcase our best moments, and we've
become experts at presenting polished versions of ourselves. Unfortunately, this tendency can creep into
our spiritual lives too.

Ananias and Sapphira fell into this trap. They wanted to appear as generous as Barnabas, who had sold his
field and given everything to the church. But instead of being honest about their limitations or simply
giving what they could with joy, they chose deception. They presented themselves as more devoted than
they actually were.

This kind of spiritual performance is exhausting and ultimately destructive. When we pretend to be further
along in our faith than we really are, we rob ourselves of the growth that comes through honest struggle.
We also create barriers in our relationships with others who might be encouraged by our authentic journey.

The church isn't meant to be a place where we impress others with our spirituality. It's a community where
broken people find healing, where strugglers find support, and where authentic faith can flourish. When we
drop our masks and share our real struggles, we create space for others to do the same.

God already knows who you really are—your doubts, your struggles, your inconsistencies. He loves you
anyway. There's incredible freedom in stopping the performance and simply being yourself before Him
and others.

Bible Verse
'And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all' - Acts 4:33

Reflection Question
In what areas of your spiritual life are you tempted to present a more polished version of yourself rather
than being authentic about your struggles?

Quote
The body of Christ is a hospital. It's not a country club. We don't come here to impress others. We come
here to be authentic and real before the Lord.

Prayer
Father, help me to stop performing and start being real. Give me the courage to be authentic about my
struggles and the wisdom to know that Your grace is sufficient for me. Help me find freedom in honesty.
Amen.

Day 3: When Self Takes Center Stage

Devotional



There's a subtle but powerful force that works against authentic faith: our own ego. It whispers that we
deserve credit, recognition, and praise. It convinces us that our good deeds should be noticed and our
sacrifices acknowledged. This voice of self can turn even our most generous acts into opportunities for
personal glory.

Ananias and Sapphira heard this voice loud and clear. They saw the respect and admiration that Barnabas
received for his generous gift, and they wanted the same recognition. Their desire for praise overshadowed
their desire to serve God authentically. What started as a good intention—giving to the church—became
corrupted by selfish motives.

We all face this battle. Whether it's serving in ministry, helping a neighbor, or giving to charity, our ego
often tries to claim credit. It wants the spotlight, the thank-you notes, the recognition. But when self takes
center stage, God gets pushed to the wings.

The antidote to this struggle isn't to stop doing good things—it's to regularly check our hearts and
motivations. We can ask ourselves: Am I doing this for God's glory or my own? Am I seeking to serve
others or to be seen as a servant?

When we catch ourselves seeking praise, we can redirect our hearts toward God. We can remember that
every good thing we do flows from His grace and strength. True fulfillment comes not from human
applause but from knowing we've pleased our heavenly Father.

Bible Verse
'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his
offspring.' - Acts 17:28

Reflection Question
How can you redirect your desire for recognition and praise toward a deeper desire to honor God in your
daily actions?

Quote
Self always wants the praises. It always wants the promotion. It always wants the affirmation. It always
wants the attention.

Prayer
Lord, help me recognize when my ego is trying to take credit for Your work through me. Teach me to find
my satisfaction in pleasing You rather than in receiving praise from others. May Your glory be my ultimate
goal. Amen.

Day 4: The Weight of Holiness

Devotional



Sometimes we can treat sin too casually, as if it's no big deal to God. We might think, "Everyone struggles
with this," or "God will understand." But the story of Ananias and Sapphira reminds us that God takes sin
seriously—not because He's harsh, but because He's holy.

When Peter confronted this couple about their deception, the consequences were immediate and severe.
This wasn't about the money they kept—giving was voluntary. It was about the lie they told and the way
their deception threatened the integrity of the early church community.

God's response might seem extreme to us, but it reveals something important: He cares deeply about
authenticity and truth. He knows that when deception takes root in a community, it spreads like poison,
destroying trust and fellowship. His judgment wasn't cruel—it was protective.

This doesn't mean we should live in fear of making mistakes. God is patient and merciful, always ready to
forgive when we come to Him honestly. But it does mean we should take our sin seriously and not assume
it doesn't matter to Him.

When we understand the weight of holiness, it actually draws us closer to God, not further away. We begin
to appreciate the incredible gift of His forgiveness and the amazing truth that He loves us enough to help
us grow in righteousness. His standards aren't meant to crush us—they're meant to shape us into the people
He created us to be.

Bible Verse
'David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord."' - Psalm 51:4

Reflection Question
How does understanding God's holiness change the way you view and respond to sin in your own life?

Quote
He wanted the church to understand at the very beginning, holiness matters to God. It's who he is, and it's
who we need to walk in.

Prayer
Holy God, help me to see sin through Your eyes and to take it as seriously as You do. Thank You for Your
patience with me and for the forgiveness available through Jesus. Shape my heart to desire holiness. Amen.

Day 5: The Freedom of Authentic Living

Devotional



After four days of examining our hearts and motivations, we arrive at a beautiful truth: God offers us the
freedom to live authentically. We don't have to pretend, perform, or hide our struggles. We can come to
Him exactly as we are and find acceptance, forgiveness, and transformation.

The story of Ananias and Sapphira serves as both a warning and an invitation. It warns us about the
dangers of deception and hypocrisy, but it also invites us into something better—a life of honesty and
authenticity before God and others.

When we stop trying to manage our image and start being real about our struggles, something beautiful
happens. We discover that God's love for us isn't based on our performance but on His character. We find
that others are drawn to our authenticity rather than repelled by our imperfections. We experience the relief
that comes from dropping our masks and simply being ourselves.

Authentic living doesn't mean we stop growing or that we're content with our flaws. It means we're honest
about where we are while trusting God to transform us. It means we confess our sins quickly, receive His
forgiveness gratefully, and move forward in His strength.

Today, you can choose authenticity over performance, honesty over image management, and real
relationship over religious pretense. God is waiting to meet you in that place of honesty, ready to love you,
forgive you, and help you grow into the person He created you to be.

Bible Verse
'If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.' - 1 John 1:9

Reflection Question
What would change in your relationships with God and others if you committed to living with complete
authenticity and honesty?

Quote
I simply want to live a life of authenticity before the Lord. I want to be real with God and real with others,
be repentant of my sin and pursue after holiness with God.

Prayer
Father, thank You for loving me exactly as I am while also calling me to grow. Help me to live
authentically before You and others, trusting in Your grace and forgiveness. Give me the courage to be real
and the wisdom to grow. Amen.


